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Majesty, having bedizened some of his servants, who
were not of so long a standing as himself, with ribbons,
had not bestowed on him that mark of honor. His
retreat, which is not granted, is a matter of little
moment; though it is affirmed the King could not be
better pleased, for he would then have a place to bestow.
I have heard, and from a good quarter, that this place,
or rather a place of principal trust, will very soon be
given to a remarkable man to the dissatisfaction of
everybody. I can neither divine who this man is, nor
believe the King has the fortitude to dissatisfy every-
body. The credit of Hertzberg, if not ruined, is still on
the decline. It is certain that he has not dined with the
King since the return from Silesia.

Welner is at Potsdam.

Do not suffer your Ambassador to persuade you that
there is nothing to apprehend from Austria; I am con-
vinced the King is undetermined, that the Emperor is
sounding him, and that there is something in agitation
with which we are unacquainted. For my own part,
nothing would appear less extraordinary to me. I own
I am surprised at all the intelligence I obtain, however
little that may be. But nothing can here be kept secret
from a French Ambassador, who is in want of neither
money nor industry.

I have just been told that General Rodig has sent a
challenge to Count Goertz. I have not learned what was
the cause of quarrel, and the truth of the news scarcely
appears to be probable; yet it comes from a person who
should know, though he is a young man. He imagined, at the beginning of the
